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Board of Directors
Seamas Donnelly is Professor and Head of Medicine at Trinity College Dublin.  

He coaches at Meteors Basketball Club and was named underage Women’s 
Coach of the Year at the Basketball Ireland Annual Awards in 2023.  He has 

coached at national, provincial and club level over recent years. 

-

Paul McDevitt, FCCA Registered Auditor & Accountant, has been a partner in 
McDevitt & McGlynn since 1992. Paul has extensive experience in dealing with 

-
porate governance and auditing matters.

Treasurer of both the NWAB and the NABC, Paul has been a direc-

Bill McCotter is an SME owner and director operating in the retail and commercial 
property sectors. Specialising in the set up of international fashion brands in the 
UK and Irish retail markets Bill has provided consulting on planning, distribution, 

-

-

Theresa Walsh is a public servant with vast experience in a variety of administration 
roles.

-

Michael Ryan has been involved in basketball in Ireland since his school 
days at all levels as a player, coach and in the past as a referee. He is a 
member of the BI FinARC committee. Michael is a Chartered Account-

ant, Chartered Tax Adviser and a member of the Institute of Directors.

-

Commercially foccussed founder, CEO and entrepreneur. Dr. Brendan O’Brien has 
founded and scaled three Irish  startups and led them to international acquisition. 

deppe expertise in digital transformation, data derived insights, IoT and new business 
models. Active in multiple sports and previously represented Ireland at World and Euro-
pean level in Orienteering and Mountain Running. 

-

Dolores Geaney has been involved in basketball since school, as a player, coach 
and referee and subsequently in club basketball in Galway and Dublin, in a player 
and management capacity. Geaney is currently chair of Meteors Ladies Basket-

ball Club and part of the Irish senior women’s management team.

-

Susan Johnston is a former scientist, now management consultant with Deloitte UK 
and has extensive experience working with clients across the pharmaceutical indus-

clients on strategy development, operating model design and supported large scale 
programme implementation.

-

Nuala Walsh is a global advisor, non-executive director, and behavioural scientist 
with three decades in global investment management. 

-
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CHAIRPERSON’S 
REPORT

WIreland, we took the next step towards a new National 
Basketball Arena with planning permission granted 

last November, we grew our registered membership by 9% and 
our domestic game goes from strength-to-strength, compli-
mented by our recent partnership with Domino’s as Men’s 
and Women’s Super League and Division One title sponsors. 

On the international front I’d like to thank Mark Keenan 
-

-

Our registered players continues to rise and I’m proud to say 

-

-

-

months of 2025 13,000 people participated in Basket-

-

-

-

Professor Seamas Donnelly,
Chairperson of Basketball Ireland Board

Prenter from Meteors Basketball Club at the launch 
of Basketball Ireland’s Club and Community Partner 
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Presidents’ Report

PRESIDENTS’ 
REPORT

Margaret Miley

It gives me great honour to write this 
as the 26th President of Basketball 

role has allowed me the privilage of 
representing our organisation across 
various events from senior international 
games, right through to grassroots level, 
with each one emphasising the growth 
and passion the game of basketball is 
enjoying in Ireland right now. 

the court in their most recent qualify-

-

occassions in the space of four days 

-
graphs and photographs after the game 

record my thanks to Mark, as he depart 
the role of head coach of the national 

I’d also like to congratulate and com-

for their performance and handling of 
-

-

basketball players in Ireland the belief 

-

back a decade and on behalf of the 

thank you once again to James Wel-

is representing their country in their cho-

strong end to the campaign on home 

AIG come on board as the primary part-
ner of the All-Ireland Club Championships 
and the latest running of the competition 

This impetous is mirrored in the National 

Domino’s coming on board, I am sure 

-

-
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CEO 
ADDRESS

It has been another hugely success-
ful year for Basketball Ireland, with 
continued growth in membership, 

welcoming new commercial partners 
and being granted planning permis-
sion for the National Basketball Arena.

-
ketball Arena remains as steadfast as 

-
mission by South Dublin County Council 

-

funding through the Large Scale Sports 

-

-

registered membership to 45,456, this 

-
geted a figure of 42,000 registered 

-

competing in post-primary schools bas-

965 schools across Ireland playing bas-

boys schools participating in the sport 

-
ketball programme, attended by Minister 
Catherine Martin, it is a crucial part of 

-
ing and unforeseen circumstances, such 

On the court our men’s team picked 

Basketball World Cup pre-qualifying 

-

-

-

-
ketball Ireland illustrates the strength of 

-

-

-

I’d like to conclude by thanking the 
-

-

thanks to clubs, schools, colleges, com-

JohnFeehan
Basketball Ireland CEO

C
EO

 A
dd

re
ss
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Basketball Ireland CEO John Feehan (centre), Dips Patel, 
KitKing CEO (left) and Ben Russell (right) at the Nike HQ in London
to confirm the global brand as our Official Kit Partner.
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FINARC REPORT

In 2024, FinARC had four meetings 
with work ongoing between meetings 
as well.  During the year most of our 

meetings were held remotely.

Michael Ryan (Chair), Dolores Geaney, 

and its performance compared to 

in relation to BI Risk Register and the 

-
ing Bodies to submit a confirmation 

-
rent arrangements used for banking in 
relation to academies and international 

-

t h e  C h i l d  P rote c t i o n  p ro c e -

-

-

-

implications of the participation of the 

Matters discussed by the committee 
in relation to all items under its remit 

Michael Ryan,
Chairperson of FinARC Commitee

FINANCIAL REPORT
Basketball Ireland / Arena
Consolidated (Combined) View

Income & Expenditure 2024 Actual 
Audited

2023 Actual 
Audited

Sport Ireland Core Grant €900,000 €840,000
Sport Ireland Additional 2023 Core Grant €0 €60,000
Sport Ireland Women-in-Sport Grant €63,908 €92,610
Sport Ireland Dormant Accounts Fund Grants €290,332 €223,974
Sport Ireland Resilience/ Recovery & Energy Grants €20,000 €286,063
Sport Ireland Elite 3x3 Grants €226,009 €73,835
FIBA EuroBasket Men & Women €120,075 €95,086
International & Academies Programmes income €248,466 €213,557
FIBA Europe Grants €121,967 €125,308
Other Grants/ NEIC/ FIBA Projects Grants €86,150 €0
Camp income €229,235 €219,781
Total Sponsorship Income €338,969 €267,739
Capital Grants Amortisation €14,250 €14,250
Competitions/ Club Insurance + National Finals Gate Income     €610,092 €493,678
Registrations income                           €564,745 €497,596
Courses income €72,127 €64,066
Referees Equalisation Fees €213,949 €178,147
Misc. Income €0 €10,313
National Draw Income €57,770 €21,994
Arena Income (excl. Shop Sales) €233,788 €320,606
Arena Shop Sales €105,692 €88,059

Total Income €4,517,524 €4,186,662

Total Cost of Sales + Overhead Expenditure €4,705,555 €4,144,101

KEY PERFORMANCE MEASUREMENT LINE                                           
SURPLUS / (DEFICIT) FOR THE YEAR (€188,031) €42,561

Basketball Ireland / Arena
Consolidated (Combined) View

Cash Flows  2023 - 2024 2024 Actual 
Audited

2023 Actual 
Audited

( Bank Current Accounts )
Opening Consolidated Bank Current A/cs €865,711 €984,618

Consolidated Surplus/ (Deficit) for Year (€188,031) €42,561
Add : Depreciation Charge €125,281 €143,572
Less: Capital Grant Amortisation (€74,458) (€77,642)
Working Capital Movement for Year (€179,725) (€190,572)
Capital Repayments - All Loans (€16,284) (€24,443)

Capital Expenditure  (net of Grants Rec'd) (€3,967) (€12,383)

Closing Consolidated Bank Current A/cs €528,527 €865,711

Consolidated Balance Sheets 2024 Actual 
Audited

2023 Actual 
Audited

Fixed Assets €2,346,512 €2,468,888

Net Current Assets/ (Liabilities) (€217,455) (€61,058)

Bank of Ireland Term Loan (€69,341) (€85,625)

Long-term Deferred Capital Grants (€226,612) (€301,070)

Net Assets / (Liabilities) €1,833,104 €2,021,135

Represented by

Capital and Reserves €1,833,104 €2,021,135

FI
N

A
RC

 R
ep

or
t

Financial Report
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The total Membership numbers are inclusive of 
players and registered technical members.

Basketball Ireland has seen its membership numbers 

-

-

 

Membership
Daryl Lambe

Our membership is multi-cultural, including an almost 

WE ARE....
M

em
bership
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Media & Communications

Visibility and engagement through a variety of means 
is vital for basketball, this has been achieved  through 
strong growth in numbers on Basketball Ireland’s 

social channels, BITV, Swish All Hoops, as well as a robust 
broadcast partnership with TG4 and increased coverage in 
mainstream media. 

to BITV, the platform continues to be a crucial outlet to 

Women’s Super League and Domino’s Men’s and Women’s 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

rollout at AIG All-Ireland Club Championships and there are 
increasing numbers of Area Boards using the digital score-

-

-

-

-

-

Nathaniel Cope, 
Head of Communications, Media and Digital

Nathaniel Cope +18% +18% +6%



Basketball Ireland | Annual Report | 2025 Basketball Ireland | Annual Report | 202522 23

Ahead of the 2024/25 season, we undertook a 
realignment of our sponsorship strategy that has paved 
the way for several exciting new partnerships. This 

proactive approach has resulted in landmark agreements 
with globally recognised brands in Nike, AIG, and Domino’s 

-

-

– an ode to the sport narrated by legendary commentator, 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

the electric atmosphere of the National Basketball Arena for 

-
phere for our players and seeding a deeper connection 

-

Gus Lewis
Head of Commercial & Brand
 

Commercial & Brand
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Top left: Paul Dick 
signs autographs 

-

Basketball World 

the National Bas-

Blount, Kate Hickey, 
Ede l  Thornton 
and Aidan Igie-
hon at the launch 
of Basketball Ire-

Middle: Members 
of Oblates Basket-
ball Club in Dublin 
during the film-

makes Irish bas-
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National League
John Walsh
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Ahead of the 2024/25 season, there was a few structural 
and regulation changes, which it was hoped would 

domestic competitions and would also result in an exciting 
end to the season with all National League winners being 
decided on the last weekend of the season.

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
erick Celtics and ND Audit Portlaoise Panthers faced off 

In the Domino’s Women’s Super League, 8th 
-

duced a mighty shock by defeating regular 

-

to set up a repeat of the Pat Duffy National 
-

-

-
sons and for current National League clubs to 

-

National Cup disappointment behind them as 
-

-

-
moted to the Domino’s Women’s Super League 

date and a fantastic National Cup final tri-

Basketball Ireland | Annual Report | 2025 25
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-

-

-

John Walsh,
National League Manager

Roll of Honour 2024/25
Roll of H

onour 2024/25

Domino’s Men’s Super League

Domino’s Women’s Super League - Killester

Domino’s Men’s Division One - Limerick Celtics

Domino’s Women’s Division One

U20 Men’s National League - Titans BC

BIDL Men’s Final - Limerick Celtics

BIDL Women’s Final - Meteors BC

 - Killester 

Paudie O’Connor National Cup

Presidents’ National Cup - Limerick Celtics

Women’s Division One National Cup 
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International 

On the international front our 
men’s team picked up three 
wins in their FIBA Basketball 

competed at that level.

At the conclusion of the campaign, 
-

-

I’d like to reiterate my thanks to 

-

European Championship for Small 
Countries and guiding us as Ireland 

Netherlands last summer and came 
agonisingly close against Lat-

-

-

in 2025, as Basketball Ireland tar-
get future Olympic qualification 

qualify for the this July’s Euro-

FIBA Youth EuroBasket 2025

U20 Women

out on a semi-final spot and a 
chance of a top four finish after 

in the group stages and ended the 

U20 Men

men and they got of to a tough 
-

-

losing out on 3rd place in the group 

the competition in 14th place out 

U18 Women

-

O’Mahony’s talented team, this 
meant they missed out on quarter-

but they did not let the disappoint-
ment end their tournament on a 

U18 Men

-

Berry’s team beat Georgia before 

-

to beat Iceland and claim 11th 

U16 Women

Ireland suffered a heartbreaking 

  

U16 Men

Paul Kelleher started the champion-

Britian, but after some close losses, 

-
ishing 5th in the group on count back 

-

In
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l
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The Basketball Ireland Regional and Provincial Acad-
emy structure is the foundation of a pathway for the 
development of players and coaches with an ambi-

tion and potential to play at the highest levels of our sport. 

There are more talented athletes playing basketball than 

larger group of high-performance players, increasing 

-
ducing international-standard concepts and skills 

-

-

 

 

Academy Report

953 Players
77 Coaches

The U14 Regional Academies are for players U14 years of Age 
at Midnight on December 31st of the current season.

The U15 Provincial Academies are for players U15 years of Age 
at Midnight on December 31st of the current season.

The U17 National Academies are for players U17 years of Age 

at Midnight on December 31st of the current season. 

U14 Regional Academies:

• South: Cork, South Tipperary, Waterford
• North:

Monaghan
• Southwest: Kerry, Limerick
• Southeast:
• Northwest: Donegal, North Mayo, Sligo, Leitrim, North Roscommon
• Midlands:
• West:
• East North: Dublin North, Louth
• East South:

Ba
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More Players,
 Bette

r P
layers,

 Playing For L
onger
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Louise O’Loughlin

As part of our long-term commitment to increasing 
engagement of women into our sport, we care con-
tinuing to pursue the goals outlined in our Women in 

Basketball Strategic Plan 2023-2027.

SOCIA-Ball & Her Moves – Strategic action area “Playing 
the Game”

SOCIA-Ball has been one of our most successful Women in 

SOCIA-Ball is a key programme for our Women in Basketball 

-

Her Moves – Strategic action area “Playing the Game”

-

-

FIBA Programme Her World Her Rules - Strategic action 
area “Playing the Game”

Dream Programme – Strategic action area “Coaching and 

f

The programme aimed to increase female 
representation and leadership in basketball, 

-

part in the coaching strand of the pro-

course of the programme, participants 
engaged in continuous learning focused 

-

-

Boys AIG All-Ireland Club Championships 

Both cohorts – coaches and referees attended 
-

Women in Leadership Programme – Strategic Action area “Leadership”

(IWA), has successfully completed its fourth Women in Sport Leadership 

-

-

-

The 3rd Women in Coaching Conference is took place in May 2024 at the National 
-

Women in Sport Week – Strategic Action area “Visibility & Promotion”

-

W
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Women In Sport



Claire Melia
History Maker

Find out how she became one of one 
in Irish basketball.
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club to compete in IWBF (International Wheelchair 

Read how they won their 6th IWA Na-
tional Cup title in a row in January
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Schools Report
Christine Connolly

The 2024/25 season has been another 
growth year for Post-Primary Schools 
basketball. There were 48,387 players 

participating in schools compeitions  compared 
to 47,131 the previous year, representing an 
increase of 2.6%.

The number of basketball playing schools 

Girls: -

Boys: -

-
ing that these numbers do not include 2nd or 

and All-Ireland Schools Cup competitions 
-

-

Special mention this year should go to Cas-

-

-

-

the number of boys schools competing in 

Participation
Girls - 489 Schools

A Grade B Grade C Grade D Grade

156 180

A Grade B Grade C Grade D Grade

85 132

Roll of Honour 2025
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U14 Girls All-Ireland Schools Cup - Castleisland Community College
U14 Boys All-Ireland Schools Cup- Castleisland Community College
U15 Girls All-Ireland Schools Cup - Presentation Kilkenny
U15 Boys All-Ireland Schools Cup - Castleisland Community College
U16A Boys All-Ireland Schools League - Castleisland Community College
U16B Boys All-Ireland Schools League - Coláiste na hInse
U16C Boys All-Ireland Schools League - 
U16A Girls All-Ireland Schools League - Crescent College
U16B Girls All-Ireland Schools League - Laurel Hill 
U16C Girls All-Ireland Schools League -
U19A Boys All-Ireland Schools League - Coláiste Éanna
U19B Boys All-Ireland Schools League - Coláiste Chu Chulainn
U19C Boys All-Ireland Schools League -
U19A Girls All-Ireland Schools League - Mungret Community College
U19B Girls All-Ireland Schools League - 
U19C Girls All-Ireland Schools League -
U16A Boys All-Ireland Schools Cup - Coláiste Éanna
U16B Boys All-Ireland Schools Cup - Salesians Pallaskenry
U16A Girls All-Ireland Schools Cup - Malahide CS
U16B Girls All-Ireland Schools Cup - Coláiste Na Carraige
U19A Boys All-Ireland Schools Cup -
U19B Boys All-Ireland Schools Cup - Ballymakenny College
U19C Boys All-Ireland Schools Cup - O’Carolan College
U19A Girls All-Ireland Schools Cup - Calasanctius College
U19B Girls All-Ireland Schools Cup - Mercy College Sligo
U19C Girls All-Ireland Schools Cup
Minor A Boys All-Ireland Schools League - TBC
Minor B Boys All-Ireland Schools League - 
Minor C Boys All-Ireland Schools League - Abbey Community College, Roscommon

Minor A Girls All-Ireland Schools League - TBC
Minor B Girls All-Ireland Schools League - 
Minor C Girls All-Ireland Schools League - 
Junior A Boys All-Ireland Schools League - 
Junior B Boys All-Ireland Schools League - Ballymakenny College
Junior C Boys All-Ireland Schools League - Portmarnock 
Junior A Girls All-Ireland Schools League - Castleisland Community College
Junior B Girls All-Ireland Schools League - Mercy College Sligo
Junior C Girls All-Ireland Schools League - Abbey Community College



Basketball Ireland | Annual Report | 2025 Basketball Ireland | Annual Report | 202538 39

NBRA Report
Paul Dempsey

This season has leveraged the 
new structures put in place to 
enhance the recruitment, reten-

tion and development of officials 
across the game of basketball. Using 
technology and knowledge within our 
community has enabled us to reach 
more individuals than ever before. 

-
duced for all Area Associations to 

Introductory Courses: -

become a member of the officiat-

predominantly at the start of the sea-
son, helping to bolster Area Association 

Refereeing for All: NBRA launched a 
-

any barriers to refereeing and increase 

for key competitions, such as underage 

support the fundamentals of referee-

Grassroots Development

the season specifically targeted at 

These included:

Continuous Personal Develop-
ment (CPD):
points for participation of in-person 

-

Monthly Seminars:

these seminars, facilitated by our 
members specifically targeting top-

Advanced Referees Course: Strong 

-

-

-

-
ues to be a key strategic priority 

are key to being able to implement 

-

-

-

National League

-

We had a stated ambition to protect the integrity of 
our top leagues and encourage our officials to bet-

-

Grade 1 Programme

-

-

These include:

National Referee Pathway: As part of the broader Ref-

HPG Meetings:
across the season for this group, aimed at getting uni-

NLOP Meetings:

Coach Engagement: Regular engagement sessions 

-

-

Mentoring:
-

-

N
B

R
A

 R
e

p
o

rt



Basketball Ireland | Annual Report | 202540

This programme is a Women In 
Sport Initative to encourage 
and support  Female Referees 

on their refereeing journey and 
help them reach their full potential. 

elements including zoom meet-

assessments, rules seminars and 

Participants are grouped accord-

The female-only Dream Pro-

commence in September 2025 for 

General Referee Activity 

DREAM Programme Looking Ahead to 2025/26

The focus for the season ahead will be 
to establish better synergies with the 
local Area Associations. They are the 

foundation for all refereeing activity. 

-

-
age strong retention rates and embed the 

Continued targeted uplifts in grades, par-
ticularly for Trainee to Grade 3 Licences

-

programmes introduced in recent sea-

 

to introduce structured forums to help 
-

-

of a robust qualified panel to meet the 

understand the needs of members and 
-

Oin League/Cup and Tournament games across 
Europe. Emma Perry (FIBA) was appointed to a 

record number of games this season, with 13 in various 
competitions. 

FIBA 27/29 Programme: This programme for potential future 

Referee Educators Development: Increasing the numbers 
-

-
cators to support our current and future refereeing needs, 

3PO Clincs:

-

Varsities: -

opportunities at this sea-

-
ered as part of the referee 

up-to-date information, 

Sport Ireland - Staying 
in the Game: Sport Ire-

to connect, collaborate 

the training and supports 

Basketball Ireland | Annual Report | 2025 41
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Helpside serves as Basketball Ireland’s dedicated 
online learning platform, designed to support the 
ongoing development of all technical members. 

-

for booking and hosting  both in-person and blended 
-

-

Demonstrating its impact on coach education, 22 coaching 

-

2024 marked the successful return of the Basketball Ireland 

-

-
plemented our annual Women In Sport Coaching Conference, 

-

Recognising the broader needs of our technical community, 
-

referees, this platform is considered a crucial tool for ref-

Scan to go directly to 
Helpside 

Niall McDermott

H
e
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d
e
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the basketball  at the National Basketball Are-
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67

55

46 115

13

824+27% +24%

163,351
Total Players

Host Counties

Cork, Limerick, Kerry, Louth, 
Derry, Donegal, Antrim, 

Teams Participating

Men Women
Compared to 2024

A
g

e 
C

a
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g
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s:

 

-

FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS

Patrick O’Neill
3x3 Report

-
dle: Players compete in Basketball Ireland’s 

right: Ireland get ready to defend the inbounds 

3x
3 
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NABC Report
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National Area Boards Committee 
(NABC) is the committee 
responsible for club basketball 

within Basketball Ireland. 

from each of the Area Boards across the 
-

Dublin for a limited number of meetings 

-

-

semi-finals and finals in the normal 

-

clubs Neptune, Brunell and Ballincollig 

National Cup in the club’s history on a 
-

-
ous in a game that remained tight until 

most dramatic endings to a National Cup 

-

the ball and managed to get a three-

-
ond game on Sunday didn’t disappoint 

-

-

-

for the top spots in the A, B and 

-

-

-

place in the National Basketball Arena 

-

him and his family for him to be remem-

, but during the second quarter it looked 

game 61-53 to see our last National Cup 

-

-

-

Basketball Ireland | Annual Report | 2025

Pictured: Meteors Basketball Club players and coaches cel-
-
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The 2024/25 season under review was again unique and challenging. Highly successful meetings took place both before 
and during the season with John Feehan, Basketball Ireland CEO, NBRA and the NLC to further develop improved 
collaboration and communication between all three committees. These meetings will continue into the 2025/26 season.

These included: 

• 

-

Sarah McCann Deirdre O’Mahony Norma Thompson Zara Long Brendan Corrigan

Adrianne Prendergast Alex Kiernan Amy Rooney Aoife Quinn Carmel Kilmartin

Daniel Sealy Deborah McArdle Fiona Quinn Gareth O’Reilly Ger O’Leary

Orlaith Boylan Paula Ryan Kavanagh Colm O’Connor Deirdre Hammill Amy Quirke

Gerry Kelly
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Growth of the game 
is at the heart of the 
Development Officer 

role and the current team 
have shown once more than 
they can deliver in this regard. 

Programmes operated by 
-
-

-

-
-

by all contributing stake-
holders (South Dublin County 
Council, Cork City Council, 

City Council, Trinity College 
-

-

-
ate under a strategic plan of 
three key pillar- Increasing 

-

priority for Basketball Ire-

-

direct support or training of 

Jr. NBA

Basketbal l  I reland and 

20,000 primary school chil-

11 clubs are participat-
ing this year, including a 

Each participating school 
-

ketball and full playing kit
-

at the National Basketball 
Arena, featuring a former 
NBA star and some of Ire-

to Northern Ireland for the 

-

basketball for primary school 

great to see such a successful 
-

nects young Irish players to the 

Helpside

-

demonstrating strong coach-

Key 2024 highlights include:
The Mini-Basketball Portal 

for implementing youth bas-
ketball programs in schools, 

featured leading European 
-

CTOC Report
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Masters Basketball 
Mike Murray

AFIMBA European Championships in Pescara, Italy in June 2024, including numerous ex-international players. This increase 
in interest saw an expansion of our international programme from 3 to 7 teams. Over 250 teams in total competed in 16 

 

9th

11th

6th

F40

M40

M65

F50

M50

F60

M60

4th

6th

4th

15th
FIMBA World Maxibasketball Championship Ticino Switzerland 
June 27 – July 6th 2025

-
 in Ticino, 

STAY ACTIVE -JOIN THE  MOVEMENT

Masters National Cup

-
enny Masters (March), Dublin Masters (May), Malahide Masters (August) & Cork Masters 
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Jr. NBA
Jason Killeen

Basketball Ireland has enjoyed a fruitful 
relationship with the Jr. NBA in recent 
years. Up to 20,000 primary school 

children have participated in the Jr NBA 
programme since the partnership began.

running a Jr NBA programme being rolled out 
-

-

-

-

Coast Eagles, North Kildare, Glanmire, 

5,000 children took 
part in the Jr. NBA 
programme last 
year.
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Diversity & Inclusion

Basketball Ireland formed a 
Diversity and Inclusion Com-
mittee in 2024 to advise the 

organization on how to become more 
inclusive of the wide variety of peo-
ple within our organization. 

Marianna Troy has been elected as 

-
ghue, Suzanne Maguire, Adam 
Wickham, Darko Bucan, Teresa 
Tarrant, and Elaine Mahon are 

-

-
ketball Ireland board, staff, and 
committees on best practices to 

the committee, you can email Paul 

Basketball Ireland’s Urban Hoops 
programme is a grassroots ini-
tiative designed to introduce 

basketball to children in disadvan-
taged areas across the country

-

-

creating opportunities for partici-

Basketball Ireland continues to 
run hugely successful Basket-
ball for All campaign which 

led to the foundation of twelve new 
Basketball for All teams in Bas-
ketball Ireland mainstream clubs 

members due to the programme. 

There are currently 20 registered 

Basketball Ireland encourages all 

-

please contact our Grants and Par-
ticipation Manager Paul Carr by 

Paul Carr
Promise Project
Paul Carr

The aim of the PROMISE Project is to promote 
greater inclusion and participation of girls and 
women in basketball at all levels of responsibil-

ity through the design, implementation, and evaluation 
of a holistic intervention program. Basketball Ireland 
was a partner alongside, the Catalan, Portugal, Bul-
garia, Kosovo federations as well as University Ramon 
LLULL and Nouvelle- Aquitaine basketball league.

to assume a key role as transforming agents of gen-

-

limited to men’s sports practice but also establishes a 

Project Objectives

-

-

Projects Implemented

-
ing guidance and support for female coaches and ref-

-
-

-

• Media Workshop: Training participants in media skills to en-

• International Campus for Referees and Coach-
-

-

-
ing actionable strategies to influence nation-

Conclusion

-
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Basketball Ireland successfully de-
livered its third Youth Leadership 
course this year, supporting 12 par-

ticipants aged 16 to 18. The program guid-
ed them through Foróige’s Leadership for Life 
Modules 1 & 2, along with introductory cours-
es in basketball coaching and refereeing.

-

-
nizing the natural leadership potential in young 

-

participants, both personally and in their 

-

Youth Leadership

Safeguarding

This report outlines the key safeguarding, compliance, and governance activities undertaken by the National Children’s 

vetting, social media safeguarding, data protection compliance, and governance contributions within Basketball Ireland

Rory Wall

Safeguarding & Child Protection

Basketball Ireland remains commit-

Continued alignment of BI’s Safeguard-

Clear guidelines issued to clubs on play-
ing time, coaching responsibilities, and 

Basketball Ireland introduced a compre-

all participants, including young players, 
-

-

an updated complaints procedure 

transparent process for handling dis-

Safeguarding Training & Awareness

Mandatory safeguarding training 
continues for all coaches, referees, 

-

 

-

Dur ing the same t imeframe a 
-

Collaboration with Diversity & Inclusion 
Group 

Inclusion Group to ensure that safe-

safeguarding best practices that 

abilities, ensuring an equitable and 

-

Vetting & Garda Clearance

Vetting is a cornerstone of Basketball 

-

National Vetting Bureau (Children and 

-
ance: 0

Basketball Ireland continues to audit 
compliance across clubs, ensur-

-
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-

Whistleblowing Policy:

-

-

While BI does not require con-
f i d e n t i a l i t y  a g r e e m e n t s ,  a l l 
safeguarding and disciplinary matters 

When formal appeals arise, due 
-

Compliance & Data Protection (GDPR)

Basketball Ireland is committed to full 
-

tection Regulation (GDPR) and the 

that all personal data related to play-

GDPR Adherence:

-

Access to personal data is restricted 

correct, or request deletion of their 

Compliance & Governance Work:

-

Regular risk assessments and audits 
-

guarding, data protection, and 

of conduct updates, and training 
materials to maintain a best-practice 
approach across the organisation.

Social Media & Online Safety

The online safety of young play-

Basketball Ireland’s Social Media Pol-
icy (April 2023) and Coaches’ Social 

Prohibited Activities:

-

-
teers must refrain from posting 
inappropriate or discriminatory con-

Education & Monitoring:

Clubs are encouraged to educate mem-

mechanisms are in place for inappropri-

Key Cases & Outcomes

-

taken strong action to protect players 

Recent Disciplinary Actions: 

Coaching: -

Officials
-

-

Future Priorities

compliance priorities:

Enhanced Club Compliance Audits: 
Ensure all clubs meet safeguard-

More in-depth training sessions for 

Management: Continued collab-

legislation, international best practices, 

Stakeholder Engagement & Inclusion: 

our clubs, coaches, players, parents, 
and partner organisations to ensure 

-

Conclusion

Basketball Ireland remains steadfast 
in its commitment to child protection, 

year has seen significant progress, 

-

-

Group to further strengthen our safe-
guarding policies and ensure that 

-

Primary Schools Mini Basketball
Casey Tryon

Basketball Ireland’s Primary 
School’s Mini Basketball 
programme was reintroduced in 

2024. Mini Basketball has been around 

lost momentum during covid. 

-
ties of the PE curriculum in schools, 
basketball is a game that can be 

After a successful launch of the pro-

-
mary schools in Sandyford, Basketball 

-

schools in Roscommon, Dublin Lim-

These committees benefited from a 

access to a dedicated primary school 

resource page on our learning and 

-

-

registration process is quick and 
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